Introduction

Daie s View on the Inherent Existence
According to its postscript, the Tōji kuketsu is a record of Daie s secret teachings orally transmitted to his disciples in 1296.
4) The Hikuketsu is similarly regarded as a record of Daie s secret teachings revealed at his deathbed in 1312. 5) As for the background information, it is also noteworthy that another title of the Hikuketsu is the Sanbōin kanjō hikuketsu
(Secret Oral Teachings of Abhiṣeka of Sanbōin Lineage).
6)
The format of both the Tōji kuketsu and Hikuketsu respectively consist of thirty and sixty-seven questions and answers on wide variety of topics ranging from abhiṣeka ritual to Buddha bodies. Daie might prefer a kind of catechism for transmitting his teaching to disciples. The terms inherent existence, inherent existence of the gate of non-enlightenment, and inherent existence of the gate of enlightenment appear in more than half of these questions and answers. Needless to say, Daie pays great attention to them in the above two texts. Their actual meanings are described clearly in the third and fourth questions and answers in the Tōji kuketsu.
In the third question and answer, the inherent existence is paraphrased into the undeluded (himei ) or unenlightened (hikaku ) principal dharma (honpō ), or the principal dharma as the foundation of attaining enlightenment (shōdō gensho no honpō ). 7) According to the fourth question and answer, if investigating this idea of inherent existence in more detail, we are subsequently able to find binary concepts within it; the inherent existence of the gate of enlightenment signifies that the nature of enlight-enment exists even within our deluded mind, and the inherent existence of the gate of non-enlightenment signifies that both the mind and body of every sentient being are the body of the awakened Buddha.
8)
Similar descriptions are found in the sixth, seventh, eighth, and forty-second question and answer in the Hikuketsu. Therein, the inherent existence of the gate of enlightenment is used for guiding those who correctly seek the dharma within them, while the inherent existence of the gate of non-enlightenment is prescribed for those who incorrectly seek the dharma outside them.
9)
In both the Tōji kuketsu and Hikuketsu, the inherent existence of the gate of non-enlightenment also signifies that the process of human conception from sexual intercourse to impregnation (rinne jushō no shogo ) is the process of Mahāvairocana Bud- 
The Inherent Existence in the Menju
With respect to the historical background of the Menju, the postscript explains that it is a collection of the essential meanings of Shingon doctrine and practices ceaselessly transmit- 
14)
Like the Tōji kuketsu or Hikuketsu, the Menju consists of twenty-nine questions and answers on various doctrinal and practical topics relating to Shingon Buddhism. The inherent existence and binary concepts are referred to in thirteen of twenty-nine questions and answers. Needless to say, it is one of the central subjects in the Menju, and, in thirteen questions and answers, we find descriptions that largely correspond to those in Daie s text.
As for the basic meaning of the inherent existence of the gate of non-enlightenment, in the third question and answer, it is described as the dharma-body of bodies and minds which inherently has no hidden or open aspects. 15) On the other hand, in the ninth question and answer, the inherent existence of the gate of enlightenment is said to be the stage in which the enlightenment is surrounded by the delusion and do not emerge. 16) In the third, there are also references to those who correctly seek the dharma within them and those who incorrectly seek the dharma outside them.
17)
With regard to the inherent existence of the gate of non-enlightenment, in the fourth question and answer, the Menju explains that it signifies that the process of human conception from sexual intercourse to impregnation is the process of the Mahāvairocana Buddha s attainment of Buddhist path. 18) Of course, the Menju further refers to the Esoteric Buddhist embryology and threefold procedure of conferring the secret mudras and mantras.
For several reasons, it is highly possible that above descriptions concerning the inherent existence are based on Daie s view mainly in the Hikuketsu. The Menju was written at least six years after the death of Daie, and, in the Hikuketsu, we are able to find clear correspondence to twenty-nine questions and answers in the Menju.
i. Menju
19)
ii. Hikuketsu
20)
These descriptions are quoted from the fourth question and answer in the Menju and the Chikotsu Daie s View on the Inherent Existence (honnu) (Kameyama) seventh in the Hikuketsu. They are virtually the same except for a few slight differences in the underlined characters and phrases. The other twenty-eight questions and answers in the Menju similarly agree with any questions and answers in the Hikuketsu.
21)
Conclusion
As I discussed above, it is highly probable that the author of the Menju largely drew upon 
